Session 2: Pilgrim’s Progress—Dealing with Sin in Prayer to God
through Christ

Kerry McGonigal, Wilds College & Career Retreat, Fall 2011
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* [thank you, Heavenly Father, that you are truth, that everything true comes from You.

* | believe, Father, that when You speak to us You always tell the truth. You either tellus .. .
o whatreally did happen in the past,
o or what will most certainly happen in the future.

®*  Youneverlie to us. Ever.

* Andthat’s why we can trust in You every moment of every day.
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e Father, you know that my heart is full of deceit. You know that | lie to myself and that 1 lie to %UM!“@!’!’G
others.
®  You know that | sometimes try to cover my sin, like pretending to take a nap when mommy opens
our bedroom door.
¢  You know that | am not always honest with my parents when they ask me questions.
*  You know that | sometimes shift the blame to my sister.
*  Youknow that | sometimes sneak around, that I puf things in my backpack or take things |
shouldn’t have hoping no one will notice.
b. WhatGod _must do .

¢ Andknow from Your Word that all liars must be punished, that all liars will have their portion in

the lake that burns with fire and sulfur (Rev. 21:8). | know [ deserved to be punished by You.
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® Butlthankyou, kind Father, that you sent Your Son Jesus into this evil world to rescue liars like me from the
lake of fire. ’

¢ [thank You that even though Jesus is “the way, the truth, and the life,” He took in His body the punishment

for lying that | deserved. \}VLCS Hoe ptobype o8 Fhu nue &//wwwﬂx'
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¢ Ithank You that because | have believed in Jesus You have forgiven me of all my sin—past, present, and
future.
o  Every lie I have ever spoken in the past and every lie | will ever speak in the future is covered by the
blood of Jesus Christ.
* And]Ithank You that because 1 am united to Jesus Christin His death, burial, and resurrection, I can have the
victory today and throughout my life over a lying tongue.
*  And!thank Youthatin spite of my failure to always be truthful, because | am united to Jesus Christ [ will one day

be completely delivered from lying lips when [ see Him at His return and am conformed into His image.
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4. How Should 1 Respond?
a. By D@IO*”L‘A:;\ My Life to God Because of His MZ@(G!@S . ﬂZeme j&:l

®  So, Father, because You have been so merciful and gracious to me, and have not given me what |

deserve, but instead have been so kind to give me so many good things in Jesus Christ, I want to

live my life for You today. ¥ Oledon ce 5@ W 'gféﬁﬂ A 7m}<ﬁl{

b. By Desiring that Jesus Christ Be ﬁ’gf}é& . b The Gos Fd duens Qt(/{r &/eﬁfél,
* | wantto point people to Jesus by the way | talk and by the way 1 live today.
¢. By Continuing to COVL‘(@SS My Sin Before God.

e | confess that 1 am not always truthful and that I need you to keep forgiving me and cleaning up my
sinful heart, as 1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins You are faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

d. By Remaining Spw\re/ in God’s Love.

e | know thatif | tell alie today it doesn’t mean that 1 am no longer Your child. | know if I sin today it

doesn’t mean that You love me any less. And 1 also know that if | were to tell the truth all day long
You wouldn’t love me any more than You do right now. Your love for me and your acceptance of

me isn’t based on whether | am good or bad. Your love and acceptance are based on the goodness
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of Jesus, Your Son.

e. By Desiring Not To Make God 50mw¥o (

e But ! doknow that my sin matters, that when ! sin it hurts You deeply and disappoints You graatly.
I know that when 1 tell a lie it makes you sad because You sent Your Son Jesus to the cross to
rescue me from sins like lying. [t makes You sad because You didn’t create us to be liars.

f. By Turnina A‘M 7@4\/ from My Sin.

e Idont WaQ to tell lies anymore I don’t want to act like 1 don't care what Jesus did for me. No, |

want to be like Jesus, a truth-teller. | want whatever I say or do to be the truth (what really
happened).
* | wantmy family and friends to be able to trust me, like I can trust You.
e | wantmy life to be a sacrifice that is pleasing to You.
g. By Seeking God’s
¢ ButlneedYour help. I need Your grace and the power of Your Holy Spirit who lives inside me to
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help me be a young lady who is known as being honest and true.

h. By Using the éﬂ roré, a—g Mp/ 61;@3(-#1’ in the Battle.

* Help me whenever someone asks me a question and 1 am tempted to lie, to look to You in prayer,

to cry out to you in my heart, and use Your words from the Bible to have victory in telling the truth.
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Ephesians 4:25: “Having put away lying, let each one of you speak the truth with his nelghbor, for we are
members one of another."




