
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 4: The Gospel for Believers 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

Have you ever found yourself listening to a preacher give a gospel 

presentation and found yourself thinking, “This is good. I hope unsaved 

people are listening!” Or, “Why is he preaching about how to be saved? 

Everyone here has already been saved.” Ephesians 2 is one of the clearest 

presentations of the gospel anywhere in the Bible. It shows what people 

are like before they are saved, what they are like after they are saved, 

and how God saves them. But Paul wasn’t preaching a message to 

unbelievers; he was writing to Christians! Why would he do this? What 

value could the gospel be to people who were already saved? 

BEFORE LIFE IN CHRIST (2:1-3) 

 Believers used to live by the ____________ of the ____________. 

Those who do not have Christ all share a way of thinking about life, a 

set of values, beliefs, and opinions. Unbelievers share a worldview 

that, even when not opposing God simply ignores him.  

 Believers used to live under the ____________ of the ___________. 

We may have a hard time taking warnings about Satan seriously in a 

culture where Satan is someone in red tights who carries a pitchfork. 

But Scripture takes Satan seriously, and so should you. 

 Believers used to live in the ____________ of the ___________ 

This verse is emphasizing the fact that we aren’t just sinners because 

we sin, we sin because we are sinners. No one makes you sin. You sin 

because you want sin, and before Christ you had no choice but to sin.  
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NEW LIFE IN CHRIST (2:4-7) 

 __________ the God is who gave us new life in Christ. 

God does what he does because He is who He is. God’s actions spring 

from his character. His forgiveness and salvation are an outflow of his 

mercy, grace, and kindness. 

 

 __________ God has done to give us new life in Christ. 

Paul uses three different terms that all mean essentially the same 

thing: God has saved us and will bless us greatly. 

o God made us alive with Christ. 

o God raised us up with Christ. 

o God seated us in the heavenly places with Christ.  

 

 _________ God has given us new life in Christ. 

God’s gracious kindness to us is primarily about him showing his 

character and revealing his glory (1:6, 12, 14; 3:20-21). God does all 

things to glorify himself, but the center of his self-glorification comes 

as he treats us as we are in Christ and not as we are of ourselves.  

HOW TO GO FROM DEATH TO LIFE (2:8-10) 

 Salvation is by ____________. 

Grace refers to God’s divine favor towards us. God’s grace is, by 

definition, undeserved, meaning that all the good things God does for 

us says everything about him and nothing about us. 

 Salvation is through _____________. 

God’s part in salvation is grace, and ours is faith. Faith is trust, it is 

believing and accepting personally what God has done to buy us 

salvation.  

 Salvation is not by _____________. 

Works can play no part in salvation, because if our works play any 

part, we can boast that our salvation was, in part, our doing. Yet the 

whole point of the gospel is glorify and magnify God! 

 Salvation is unto good works. 

Scripture testifies to the fact that our good works can never save us, 

but they should flow out of a saving relationship with God.  
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