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AN SMBS SERIES :
Lesson 11— The Right Means: Fellowship . ‘ :

Imagine talking to an NFL coach and telling him you wanted to play in the
NFL but not for a team. What do you think his response would be?
Imagine telling Paul you wanted to be a Christian but didn’t want to be a
part of a church. | think Paul would you give you the same response. All
throughout Scripture it is assumed and stated that Christians need each
other to grow. In this lesson, we will examine just a few passages that
teach us how we as Christians ought to relate to one another.

BELIEVERS SHOULD HAVE AN MINISTRY

1. We should seek to others up (1 Corinthians 1:4-7).
Positive and encouraging speech is a necessary part of the Christian
life. We need to appropriately edify and build each other up.

2. We should seek to provide (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).
Building others up happens in all seasons of life, but comforting
happens especially in the difficult times
. comforts us in our affliction (v 3)

e God enables us to comfort in their affliction (v 4)

BELIEVERS SHOULD HAVE AN MINISTRY

1. The need for (Hebrews 3:12-13).

2. The for confrontation (Romans 15:14).
. — This passage is addressed to “brothers.” The
only one properly equipped to confront a Christian is another
Christian.
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3. The

— In order to help others, we must be in a
position where we are living rightly.

— We must know God’s Word if we are to
confront people with their sin from God’s Word.

of confrontation (Galatians 6:1).
Confrontation should be -led.

Spiritual here doesn’t primarily mean “holy” or “pure” primarily,
but rather refers to one who is walking in the Spirit (Gal 5:16-26).

Confrontation should be .
Our rebukes should never be harsh or unkind, but should display
a carefulness appropriate to the situation (cf 1 Thess 5:14).

Confrontation should be .

Great care must be taken that pride be avoided when confronting
on sin, because nothing will ruin the whole process and
potentially the confronter like a spirit of pride.
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Although this is less direct, we can build each other up through our
prayers as well. Since we have devoted an entire lesson to prayer, we will
not take much time here to develop this topic, except to be reminded
that a failure to pray for others when we ought to is a sin in God’s eyes (1
Samuel 12:23).
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