Perhaps you have read a story of a family unknowingly welcoming the
king of their land into their home. He was in some way disguised, dressed
as a commoner and humbly entreating lodging, and their hospitable
heart received him into their home. Usually, those stories end by the
impressed king richly rewarding that family for their kind welcome. If they
had rejected the simply-disguised king, they would have missed a
tremendous blessing; but in receiving him, they also found his favor.
March 16, 2016
Pastor Keith Lewis
Lesson 4 — Real Faith: Real Faith Welcomes the Word (1:19-27)

Oh how we need to receive the Word of God into our hearts, especially
during the tests of life. It may be almost disguised to us and seem to be a
poor solution, but it brings kingly grace and divine satisfaction!

INTRODUCTION

When we welcome the Word, we will be well-equipped to endure life’s
trials and escape its temptations. During the tests of life, we are often
aroused to speak out (Psalm 73; Job) or to become angry (Moses, Elijah).
The key to passing those tests is the submissive humility of listening to
God’s Word! During the tests of life, we are often prone to wander into
deception and destruction (vv. 6-8, 14-16). The key to passing those tests
is the powerful satisfaction of knowing God’s truth!

Hosting company in your home for Thanksgiving, Christmas, or Easter is
both enjoyable and exhausting. There is much anticipation over the
arrival of the guests, but it is often accompanied with some anxiety over
getting the house prepared for the guests. With toys to be put away,
dishes to be washed, beds to make, carpets to be swept, trash to be
emptied, pictures to be straightened, furniture to be dusted, silver to be
polished, and food to be prepared, the hosts tirelessly work. Yet what joy
there is in having a house full of friends and family to eat with, laugh with,
and fellowship together.
In verses 19-27, Pastor James exhorts us to hospitably host God’s Word
in our heart, to “receive” it (v. 21) like the noble Bereans (Acts 17:11).
And such hospitality will also bring joyful satisfaction.
These verses clearly build upon what we have already considered in
James 1. Verses 2-18 described the challenging tests of life—trials and
temptations. Verses 2-12 offered four truths to preach to ourselves in
order to endure our trials, and verses 13-18 unmasked the deceptive
traitor within us that would lead us into temptation, sin, and death. Verse
16 summarized the difficulty we have with these tests by exhorting, “Do
not be deceived, my beloved brothers.”
Right! That’s great! I don’t want to be deceived! But how do I avoid it?!
James encouraged us in verse 18 that at the moment of our salvation we
were given the antidote, for we were “brought…forth by the Word of Truth.”
The Spirit of God illuminated our minds to understand the Scriptures, and
the Word of God took away our spiritual blindness. We now have access to
reality, to truth. And that truth can set us free if we accept it—God’s Word
can help us pass the tests of life (even as it gave us life), if we welcome it.

So, if you and I would pass the tests of life—conforming to God’s will of
having our faith authenticated and refined and promoted—we must
welcome the Word. James provides two steps for welcoming the word.
YOU MUST RECEIVE GOD’S WORD (vv. 19-21).
Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow
to speak, slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the
righteousness of God. Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant
wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is
able to save your souls.
1. We must actively listen to God’s Word (v. 19a).
In verse 19, “know” and “let…be” are both imperatives. Pastor James
is commanding us to carefully and thoughtfully listen to God’s Word.
a. We must be “quick to hear” God’s Word.
•

Defined: The word “quick” means without delay, hastily,
immediately. The rabbis would say, “Two ears are given to
us…but only one tongue,” and “The ears are open and
exposed, whereas the tongue is walled in behind the teeth.”1

•

about her is that when you asked her a question, she
would pause several seconds before answering.
Sometimes it was awkward and you wondered if she had
actually heard you, but I discovered over time that she
was displaying the wisdom of being “slow to speak” (cf.
Proverbs 17:28; 29:20; “Better to remain silent and be
thought a fool than to speak out and remove all doubt”
[Lincoln]).

Defended: We need to hear God’s Word “quickly”,
because...
o

(1) Our desires deceive us and we listen to sin (v. 14).

o

(2) Our temptation rapidly produces sin, guilt, and
death [disbelief, apathy, separation] (v. 15).

o

(3) We are distracted by many messages that
promise satisfaction and are prone to ignore the one
message that truly satisfies (cf. Jeremiah 2:13)—for
we were born again and are abundantly/eternally
satisfied through the “Word of Truth” (vv. 17-18 [2
Corinthians 4:6]; cf. Job 23:12; Jeremiah 15:16; John
6:68).

•

Described: The heart that is “quick to hear” God’s Word
is described in Proverbs 2:1-7a and Psalm 1:2. à How do
you and I match up to these zealous exclamations of
desiring, hearing, and meditating in God’s Word?
Illustration: David’s mighty men in 2 Samuel 23:14-17

•

Discussed:
o

How can we be “hear” God’s Word? Sermons,
reading, memorizing, meditation, conversations, etc.

o

What does it look like to be “quick to” hear God’s
Word? Preventative hearing, escape hearing (“When
he is specially blessed, he turns to the Word to find
passages of thanksgiving and praise. When he is
troubled, he searches for words of comfort,
encouragement, and strength. In times of confusion,
he searches for words of wisdom and guidance.
When he is tempted, he searches out God’s
standards of purity and righteousness for power to
resist.”2)

b. We must be “slow to speak” against God’s Word.
•

Defined: The word “slow” is the opposite of “quick” and
means with delay, cautiously, thoughtfully.

•

Described: I had the same teacher for both kindergarten
and fifth grade. One of the most memorable aspects

•

•

Discussed:
o

What can “slow to speak” not mean? To speak God’s
Word in evangelism (Acts 1:8; 8:1, 4; 2 Corinthians
5:18-20) or edification (Isaiah 50:4; Ephesians 4:29).

o

What does “slow to speak” mean? We must beware
speaking above (over), against (contrast), beyond
(going too far), or behind (not going far enough)
God’s Word. While James seems to be focused more
on the way we speak God’s Word to or within
ourselves, James will extend this application to those
who speak God’s Word publicly and warn them of
the danger of speaking duplicitously/hypocritically
(cf. 1:26; 3:1).

Defended: Ultimately, the danger of being “quick to
speak” is that you will be “slow to believe.” This is
because you will be listening to the wrong message—
yourself (Jeremiah 17:9), namely, your wrong theology
(v. 13) and wrong desires (v. 14). If with Disney you
“follow your heart,” you’ll be prone to forsake your faith.
This is why preaching to yourself a message that is not
your own (i.e., God’s Word) is so important! If you are
“quick to speak” you will be “slow to believe.”
This principle is strikingly highlighted in Luke 24, the only
other place in scripture where this word “slow” is used (v.
25). These two disciples were “talking” (emphasized 4x in
vv. 14-17) about spiritual themes (vv. 15-24), but they
weren’t seeing (v. 16) or believing (v. 19-25). Not until they
were “quick to hear” what Jesus shared from the Scripture
(v. 27) did they understand and believe (vv. 31-32).

2. We must adjust our attitude towards God’s Word (vv. 19b-20, 21b).

when God’s plan is to cultivate maturity (vv. 3-4) and
Satan’s plan is to entrap in sin (vv. 14-15)—anger plays
right into the trajectory of temptation. Those who live in
the embittered state of blaming God or rejecting His
truth (v. 13) will inevitably find themselves on the path
of deception and unrighteousness—they will fail the
test! We must be “slow to anger” when we welcome the
Word.

a. We must be “slow to anger” toward God’s Word.
•

Defined: The word “anger” refers to emotional
displeasure, kept internally or expressed externally.

•

Discussed: What does someone who expresses “anger”
toward God’s Word look like?
o

He ignores God’s Word altogether ().

o

He takes part of God’s Word and ignores other parts
(Thomas Jefferson; 2 Timothy 4:2-4).

o

He has quirky interpretations of God’s Word (2
Timothy 4:2-4).

o

He vocally mocks, argues against, and teaches in
opposition to God’s Word (2 Peter 3:3-5; the NT
“false teachers” as described in 2 Peter 2 and Jude).

•

Defined: “Meekness” is the quality of “not being overly
impressed by a sense of one’s self-importance” (BDAG):
teachableness (“pliability”, as Ryon challenged us with in
reflecting on the potter and the clay in SMBS). This is the
antidote to a response of “anger” to God’s Word.
Meekness is the door that opens to welcome in the Word!

•

o

He rejects God (Psalm 14:1; 53:1).

Discussed: Why do we need selfless humility when we
approach God’s Word?

o

He fights God’s conviction (Jeremiah 43).

o

o

He opposes biblical application (either from public
preaching or private confrontation) when it
confronts personal choices and desires (v. 14;
Matthew 15:12; cf. Matthew 19:22).

because it has authority over us (2 Timothy 3:16a; 1
Thessalonians 2:13)

o

o

He blatantly practices sin (vv. 20-21).

o

He is embittered towards church leaders and
teachers (Galatians 4:16; 1 Corinthians 4:18-21).

because it is vital, not optional—without it, we would
be lost, for we cannot help ourselves (absolutely
necessary for salvation [v. 18; “able to save your
souls” v. 21; “perfect law, the law of liberty” v. 25; 1
Peter 1:23] and sanctification [1 Peter 2:2; 2 Timothy
3:17])

o

He is hypocritically angered by other people’s sin (2
Samuel 12; Jonah).

because it can be difficult to understand (2 Peter
3:16)

o

because we have not arrived (Philippians 3:4-15)

o

because it will confront our sin and command our
activity (Hebrews 4:15; James 1:23-24)

o

because it can change us and satisfy us if we
cooperate with it (“implanted”—we have it in seed
form within us [1 Peter 1:23], but whether it is
cultivated is in large part up to us; cf. Matthew 13:1823 and 2 Timothy 3:14-15)

o
o

•

b. We must “receive [God’s Word] with meekness.”

He is unreasonable and critical towards other people
(3:13-4:12—self-righteous arrogance, rather than
humility).

Defended: The reason anger is not an appropriate
response when we are seeking satisfaction from God’s
Word is that it “not produce the righteousness of God”
(v. 20; cf. 3:13-4:12). Especially in the middle of a test—

3. We must remove obstacles towards God’s Word (v. 21).
•

We must “put away” (lit. “take off”; cf. Ephesians 4:22-24;
Colossians 3:8-10; Hebrews 12:1 for the common use of this
word) certain obstacles that, like oil and water (or, in keeping
with the actual word, like dirty and clean clothes), are
incompatible with welcoming the Word. To use a very
American illustration, if you are hospitable to the Hatfields,
you cannot also welcome the McCoys.
o

o

•

“Filthiness” is “dirtiness/uncleanness.” In Greek
usage, this word describes dirty clothing or even
earwax). Used figuratively, as it is here, it refers to
moral badness, actions such as lying, stealing,
immorality, cursing, murdering, etc. (cf. 1 Peter 2:1).
“Wickedness” speaks of the inner motives, intents,
and desires of your heart, such as hatred, pride,
idolatry, greed, envy, inappropriate passion, etc.
God’s Word will renew our desires, and we must
remove our desires to receive God’s Word!

YOU MUST PRACTICE GOD’S WORD (vv. 22-27).
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For
if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who
looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and
goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But the one who looks
into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer
who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. If
anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives
his heart, this person’s religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in
their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.
1. “Hearers” are deceived (vv. 22-24).
•

“The idea is that of confessing, repenting of, and eliminating
every vestige and semblance of evil that corrupts our lives,
reduces our hunger for the Word, and clouds our
understanding of it.”3

In the low valleys of trials and in the fierce struggles of temptations, we
can know stability, safety, security, and even satisfaction—it comes
through welcoming the Word! To welcome the Word of God into our lives
means that we must first warmly receive it into our ears and minds and
hearts. But as James will show so compellingly in verses 22-27, that
response is not enough. The deception-shattering (vv. 13-16), truthgrounding (v. 18), security-granting (vv. 2-12), satisfaction-bringing (v. 17)
ministry of God’s Word, even in the midst of life’s tests, is unleashed in
our lives when we practice the Word of God.

•

They think they are pleasing God by hearing His Word, but by
not doing His Word, they are actually not pleasing Him at all.
o

These are the kind of people who listen to a Sunday
morning message on loving your neighbor as
yourself, but then fill their homes and workplaces
with anger and tension on Monday.

o

These are the people who pray on Wednesday night
that God would save their friend, but who ignore
God’s command in Matthew 28 to go themselves to
that friend and witness to him.

o

Those who hear God’s Word but don’t do it are the
people who, for their devotions read in Philippians
4:8 to think on only those things which are pure, etc.,
but then fail to actively do so on the sidewalk, at their
computer, in the movie theater, or with their date.

o

They think they are doing fine—they are listening to
the sermons at church, they are hearing God’s Word
as they read it in their devotion, they even pray it
back to God; but they are not doing it—they are not
pleasing God. They are deceiving themselves.

Verses 23-24 illustrate these people with a silly illustration
that is meant to emphasize the folly of self-deceived hearingonly.

o

o

Let’s say that you wake up one morning, rub the
sleep out of your eyes, glance in the mirror, and
notice that you look terrible—food from dinner last
night is still smeared on your chin, blemishes have
broken out all over the left side of your face, the right
side of your face is just as full of ugly sleep lines, and
your hair has the electric shock look to it. After
carefully studying the disturbing picture of yourself,
you realize that you need to do some work to make
yourself presentable, but you decide first to get
some breakfast. While at breakfast, though, you
entirely forget about how you look! You simply leave
the breakfast table, throw on some clothes, and
leave the house to attend some important function.

it. We might carefully and regularly listen to God’s
Word and fully understand the truth that it speaks of
ourselves and of God; but, when we “go away” we
“forget” (v. 24). God is not deceived; other people
are not deceived; the messengers are not deceived—
we have deceived only ourselves. And the result of
that deception was already stated in verse 13-16—
death.
•

“Wow, what a loser!” we would say, and we’d be
right. How foolish it is to walk away from that ugly
sight in the mirror and then to do nothing about it!
In fact, the very words James uses in this illustration
further illustrate the absolute folly of this makebelieve man and his real spiritual equivalents. This
person does more than glance at himself in a mirror;
he actually “looks intently” (i.e., “to reflect on,
contemplate, consider, observe, think about
carefully”) and plainly observes the terrible state of
his face. You can almost picture him/her doing this,
because you’ve probably done the same—moving
your head in every direction and getting as close to
the mirror as possible, in order to analyze every part
of your face! But it doesn’t matter a bit to this
individual—all his well-intended energy is wasted.
When he leaves the mirror, it is “out of sight, out of
mind” for him. His careful attention means nothing
when he’s not in immediate contact with that
information. What a self-deceived fool!

o

James point is the same. How foolish it is for us to
walk away from clearly viewing and understanding
our sinfulness and immaturely in the mirror of God’s
Word and then do nothing to respond to and correct

•

Already in our series on James, we have “looked intently”
into God’s Word, plainly “heard” His many instructions, and
clearly understood our God-given responsibility: we are to
cultivate joy in our trials, faithfully ask God for wisdom in our
suffering, be content with our present poor or rich situation,
resist our strong desires or lusts, trust God who gives us every
good thing, and root out a spirit of anger in our lives. How are
you responding to what God’s mirror is showing you? Are you
just hearing, or are you doing?
o

Have you responded with joy and patience when
something didn’t go your way this week?

o

Did you pray to God for wisdom to make the right
decisions that please God?

o

Have you worked at being content with where God
has placed you reminding yourself that God is always
good and that He has an eternal purpose?

o

Have you purposed in your heart to do right despite
what your strong desires are?

o

Did you lash out in anger at times throughout the
week or did you remember that anger doesn’t
achieve God’s righteousness?

o

Have you rooted out sin and become humble so that
you can receive God’s Word even when you don’t
like what it says?

James echoes what Jesus affirmed in Matthew 7 and 13, that
those who just hear God’s Word are self-deceived,
dissatisfied, and eventually destroyed.

2. “Doers” are blessed (v. 25).
•

Notice the diligent, habitual process these people engage in
when they handle God’s Word.
1) They “look intently” at God’s Word (def. “to bend
over and look into”—”denoting penetrating
absorption” and focus).
2) They “persevere” (i.e., “to remain, stay, continue”;
“to continue in an official capacity”) in doing so (cf.
Psalm 1).
3) They don’t “forget” God’s Word (unlike the “hearer”only), but meditate on it even when not immediately
exposed to it (cf. Psalm 1; 119).
4) They “do” or practice the Word of God. They actually
let it affect the way they think, reason, talk, behave,
make decisions, respond, interact, etc. They respond
to God’s Word with specific “works” (lit. “not a
hearer of forgetfulness, but a doer of work”; cf.
Ephesians 2:10). This is where their prayer for
“wisdom” (v. 5) is answered—it is provided through
the practice of God’s Word!

•

As a result, they are “blessed,” “liberated,” “satisfied” (cf. vv.
17-18)—they experience God’s favor, help, grace, provision,
protection, and satisfaction (cf. Psalm 1—stability,
provision/satisfaction, fruitfulness, consistency, prosperity).
They know the joy of righteousness—a satisfaction that
comes, not through yielding to the deception of our desires
in temptation, but through faithfully obeying God’s liberating
guidelines of truth. This person is a mature Christian who has
the fruit of the Spirit in his life (see Galatians 5:22-23),
because he constantly wields the sword of the Spirit
(Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12; cf. Ephesians 5:18 with
Colossians 3:16).

•

Jesus put it this way in Matthew 7:24-27, “Everyone then
who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a
wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell,
and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that

house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the
rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does
not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on
the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great
was the fall of it.”
CONCLUSION
The concluding verses of James 1, verses 26-27 provide three specific
areas in which James is burdened for us to welcome the wisdom of the
Word of God—each area will be addressed in further detail later in his
letter: controlled speech (cf. 3:1-18; 4:11-12), love toward others (cf. 2:113; 5:13-20), and separation from the world (cf. 3:13-4:10; 5:1-12)
We can say whatever we want about ourselves, but if we aren’t being
transformed by our reception of God’s Word, then we are deceiving
ourselves, failing the tests of life, and proving to be “worthless” in our
religion/profession.
James’ point is that God’s Word must first filter to the heart and
transform the life from the inside out. Hearing the Word must translate
to thinking about the Word, then being convicted by the Word, then
obeying the Word, and finally being satisfied and blessed by the Word. If
we would pass life’s test with stability, safety, security, and satisfaction,
then we must welcome the Word!
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