WELCOME
Jesus' last command to His first twelve disciples was
that they "make disciples" (Matthew 28:18-20, ESV).
Jesus envisioned that this would simply be their
"way of life" — that as they were "going," they
would labor to help other people find ("baptizing")
and follow ("teaching") Jesus. Indeed, this is what
Paul had in mind when he wrote in Colossians 1:28 —
"We proclaim [Christ], warning everyone and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present
everyone mature in Christ."

Are you living the discipleship life?
Discipleship Seminar I is geared to help you develop a personal philosophy,
methodology, and motivation of discipleship — being a follower of Jesus who
helps other people find and follow Jesus. In addition to hearing from a keynote
speaker who has been living "the discipleship life" for over 30 years and who will
help biblically direct us to do the same, we will enjoy several workshop speakers
who have been engaged in discipleship in their secular workplaces. Their
testimonies, as well as a combined Q&A Session, will aid all of us in starting or
enhancing our own "discipleship lives."

SCHEDULE
•

8:30-9:00 — Breakfast

•

9:00-10:15 — Session 1: The Discipleship Philosophy

•

10:15-10:30 — Break

•

10:30-10:45 — Worship

•

10:45-11:45 — Session 2: How to Live the Christian Life

•

11:45-12:30 — Lunch

•

12:30-2:00 — Workshop*

•

2:00-2:15 — Break

•

2:15-3:00 — Q&A Panel

•

3:00-3:15 — Break

•

3:15-3:30 — Worship

•

3:30-4:30 — Session 3: The Outpouring of the Spirit

•

4:30-4:45 — Closing Prayer

* During this workshop, a special session will be offered with Steve Pettit for
pastors and church leaders. The topic will be “Ten Steps to Revitalizing Your
Singles Ministry.”

SPEAKERS
Steve Pettit is a native of South Carolina and a graduate of
The Citadel, where he came to Christ his freshman year. He has
served on a church staff, directed a Christian camp, and
ministered the Gospel as an evangelist for over 30 years. Most
recently, he became the National Director of Cross Impact
Ministries, where the Lord is using him to stir local churches
regarding revitalizing their singles ministry and reaching out
to secular campuses. His broad impact includes several Bible
studies that he has written and his P.O.W.E.R. Group
discipleship method.

Jeff Leffew serves as the President and Founder of ServantHR,
a human resources services provider. The company's website
demonstrates that Jeff views his workplace as the ministry
God has entrusted to him. Throughout the last 10 years, Jeff
has had an ongoing and fruitful ministry of evangelistic and
discipleship Bible studies with contacts God has provided for
him in the business world. Furthermore, Jeff's discipleship life
evidences itself in his family's loving, creative, and regular
outreach to their neighbors.

Ryon Reasen has been employed in the finance department of
Delta Faucet Company for the last 11+ years. He is currently
employed as a Controller for their Internal Operations and
travels regularly overseas. Like Jeff, Ryon has maximized the
ministry opportunities of his workplace, graciously and boldly
sharing Christ in casual conversation and regular Bible
studies. Recently, we rejoiced to see one of his coworkers
saved, baptized, and in the process of being added to our
church.

Dr. Nell Collins is the founder and director of Hope in Crisis,
a ministry of biblical counseling to cancer patients. When she
was 29 years old she became a registered nurse and was
prepared to serve the Lord as a missionary, but the diagnosis
of malignant melanoma and the two-year treatment process
that followed sidetracked those plans. Since then, she has
given her life to the ministry of taking God's Word to other
cancer patients who have seen their dreams shattered. She has
authored several books and pamphlets, all of which are
marked by rich biblical understanding and practical application.

SESSION 1:
THE DISCIPLESHIP PHILOSOPHY
Almost everything I learned about living the
Christian life in basic form I learned while I was in
college. I graduated from The Citadel, the Military
College of South Carolina in 1978. I was converted
my freshman year through the faithful witness of a
close, personal friend. I was discipled by an
upperclassman named Jim Smith. On one particular
day he handed me a book entitled, The Master Plan of
Evangelism, by Robert E. Coleman, and said to me, “God
wants to use you to change the world!” The author
explained Christ’s plan to reach the world through
multiplying disciples. The vision became clear to me at that
time and has never dimmed.
Christ’s command and plan for worldwide evangelism is to make disciples
(Matthew 28:18-19). This must be at the very heart and core of singles ministry.
Otherwise, your ministry may simply turn into a social gathering or a place for
moral protection and improvement.
So, what is a disciple? A disciple is a confessional believer who is identifying with
the local church, striving to walk in obedient submission to God’s commands, and
working towards making disciples. A disciple is one who is passionate about
learning God’s Word and connecting with like-minded believers.
Key strategic goals of a singles ministry should be to mentor individuals
spiritually, cultivate an atmosphere of sincere worship, and develop a structure
where leaders can rise, grow, and thrive. This can only happen when there exists
a clear Biblical philosophy of discipleship based on Christ’s Great Commission.
BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP M UST BE
Jesus commanded His own disciples to “…go, and make disciples.” These were
selected men into whom He had poured His life over a period of time (2-3 years).
These disciples had been with Jesus from the time He was baptized by John in the
Jordan River until He ascended into heaven (Acts 1:21-22). They studied in the
Yeshiva of Jesus under their Rabbi. They had learned from what He said and did.
Now, He was commanding them to go on a mission and intentionally do for others
what He had done for them. “…go, and make disciples.”
1. Discipleship is the

of all believers.

Jesus’ command was inclusive for all believers. Everyone is to be involved.
Furthermore, those who have been discipled are to do the same thing. The future
of the church was not based simply on what Christ had done in His work on the

Cross. It was placed into the hands of His own disciples who were required to be
faithful in proclaiming the Gospel and making disciples.
2. All disciples have been given the

to fulfill this com m and.

Jesus assures each disciple that they can accomplish this mission because He has
all the authority of heaven. When Jesus dramatically ascended into heaven, He
entered into His Father’s presence. He was seated at His Father’s right hand of
power and gloriously inaugurated as Lord over all. Everything in heaven and in
earth has been put under His authority. Disciples have the backing of heaven
behind their mission.
Jesus also promised that His own presence would be with His disciples wherever
they went in the world. The Father sent the Holy Spirit to manifest the presence
of Christ in their lives and to enable the disciples with God’s power to fulfill
their ministry.
3. The church m ust be

in fulfilling this com m and.

Discipleship will not happen if the church does not make it their goal. This must
be at the heart of all planning, scheduling, and training.
BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP M UST BE
Christianity is relational. Believers enter into a personal relationship with the
Father through the Son. The Holy Spirit enters into the body of believers and
makes real the believer’s relationship with God. The Church is the Body of Christ,
and believers are interconnected as individual parts of the Body. The two
greatest commands are to love God and to love man. Everything is relational.
This means that discipleship is much more than an organized program, a Bible
study, or a Sunday school class. What is discipleship? It is the loving commitment
to the spiritual maturity of other believers in helping to bring them into greater
Christ-likeness. This relational process should take place in two key areas:
1. Discipleship and the
The command to make disciples is explained in a three-step process: go, baptize,
and teach. Baptism is the believer’s public confession of faith. Through baptism
one is testifying of their union with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection.
Baptism is also an ordinance of the church. Therefore, the making of disciples
should take place in the context of the church. The duty of the church is to
establish discipleship at its very core, and to develop a structure where it can
take place.
The ministry of Cross Impact is designed to work through the church as an
organic, growing discipleship ministry that develops a passionate desire to reach
campuses for Christ.

2. Discipleship and the
When Jesus gave the Great Commission, His discipleship directive included these
personal pronouns: “ye…them…them…you” (Matthew 28:19-20). This means that
discipleship is intensely personal. If it is going to be effective it will require
personal mentorship. Paul uses the metaphor of a Body to describe this
interpersonal connection of believers; “And not holding the Head, from which all
the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together,
increaseth with the increase of God” (Colossians 2:19).
This process of discipleship is best accomplished in smaller, intimate settings
where believers can connect in deeper relationships. Throughout the history of
church renewal, small groups were an essential part. During the Great
Awakening in the 1730s, members of Jonathan Edwards church met together
regularly for times of Bible study, prayer, and personal accountability. The
genius of the Methodist movement in England in the 18th century was the
organized meetings of believers in small groups called bands and classes. These
religious societies met together for times of confession, prayer, and Bible study.
They also had intimate times of fellowship and testimony called Love Feasts. This
pattern of believers meeting in small-groups started with the early church after
the day of Pentecost where they met together to study, fellowship, celebrate the
Lord’s Supper, and pray (Acts 2:42-44).
Ultimately, we have the perfect example in Jesus and His twelve disciples. As He
lived with them and taught them, He modeled discipleship through teaching,
encouraging, listening, investing His resources (time, energy, and money),
confronting, and praying for them.
BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP M UST BE
Christ’s disciples were commissioned to go to people of all ethnicities. When Jesus
commissioned his disciples to “go therefore and make disciples of all nations
(ethnos)…” He was referring to all different kinds of people groups. John later
wrote in the Revelation that these disciples would come from every “tribe and
language and people and nation” (5:9). Christ’s vision can only be fulfilled
through:
1. W orld-w ide

and church

It is obvious that all of Jesus’ disciples left Israel to preach the Gospel
throughout the Gentile nations. They spread out and went as far as Rome,
Northern Africa, Iran, and India proclaiming the Gospel and establishing
churches. Biblical discipleship must involve the establishment of churches.
2. Developing a

discipleship m inistry

Paul commanded Timothy to commit the teaching he had received from the Apostle
to faithful men who will teach others also. Paul lays out four generations of

disciples: Paul, Timothy, faithful men, and others. Reaching the world is done one
disciple at a time. They are to be trained in the Word of God and given a vision to
make disciples. In college ministry, this is a core building block for effectiveness.
The disciple must be challenged to see that God wants to use him or her to impact
both the world and the generations to come through discipleship.

SESSION 2:
HOW TO LIVE THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

SESSION 3:
THE OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT
“But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his
voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all
ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you,
and hearken to my words: For these are not
drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third
hour of the day. But this is that which was spoken by
the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last
days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all
flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men
shall dream dreams: And on my servants and on my
handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they
shall
prophesy: And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth
beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: The sun shall be turned into
darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord
come: And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.” (Acts 2:14-21)

In mighty power, the Holy Spirit came on the Day of Pentecost as the Lord Jesus
had promised. (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8) One hundred and twenty disciples had been
waiting for this effusion of power for ten days while praying earnestly in faith
that God would fulfill His promise made to them. Suddenly, with the sound of a
rushing, mighty wind, the Spirit descended upon each of these humble believers.
The place where they prayed was filled with the glory of God’s presence. The
Spirit manifested Himself in the life of each individual saint with the appearance
of a tongue of fire sitting upon each head. Many of these disciples went out into
the community and spoke in a foreign language that was not their own as an
evidential sign of the miraculous working of God. Multitudes of Jews from all
over the Diaspora had gathered in Jerusalem for the annual festival celebrating
the beginning of the barley harvest and the traditional day on which God gave
the law to Moses on Mt. Sinai.
As these Galilean believers supernaturally spoke of the wonderful works of God
in a language they had never learned, the visiting pilgrims were amazed and
perplexed. What could all this mean? Some actually mocked as if these men were
drunk! But, Peter set the record straight by declaring this entire event was a
fulfillment of an Old Testament prophecy given to the prophet Joel. (Joel 2:28-32)
Peter called it the outpouring of the Spirit.
W HAT IS THE

OF THE SPIRIT?

It was the giving of the Spirit to each believer on the Day of Pentecost resulting
in two dynamic effects.

First, the disciples were supernaturally empowered for the witness of the Gospel.
“And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) They were
enabled to declare the truth of the Gospel prophetically: “…I will pour out of my
Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy…”
Secondly, the Spirit worked effectively to bring sinners to salvation. “Not by
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved
us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed
on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour…” Titus 3:5-6. The result of
this outpouring was of such effect that sinners responded by calling upon the
name of the Lord to be saved!
IS THE OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT SOM ETHING
THAT W E SHOULD HOPE FOR IN OUR

DAY?

In order to properly evaluate this day, we need go back and ask: what was
happening on the day of Pentecost?
Ten days prior to Pentecost Jesus had ascended into heaven from the Mount of
Olives. This supernatural event brought Him into the very throne room of God. On
this day, Jesus entered into the presence of His Father and was inaugurated as
Lord in fulfillment of Psalm 110:1: “The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.” Peter’s sermon in Acts 2
declared the result of His ascension. “Therefore being exalted to the right hand
of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He
poured out this which you now see and hear.” (Acts 2:33) Christ had already
promised the coming of the Spirit to His disciples prior to His crucifixion.
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I
go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send
him unto you.” (John 16:7). So, the day of Pentecost was the fulfillment of this
promise of the Spirit. It was clearly the beginning of the new age of the Gospel of
grace marked by the presence and operation of the Holy Spirit in the life of every
believer.

The outpouring and plentiful communications of the Spirit have direct respect
unto the times of the gospel…Although God gave His Spirit in some measure
before, yet he poured him not out until he [Christ] was first anointed with his
fullness. - John Owen
W as the Day of Pentecost

?

Was Pentecost just another ordinary day in the life of the church? Consider the
result of what happened: “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.” (Acts
2:41) When was the last time you were in an evangelistic meeting when 3,000
people were converted in a day? This was obviously an extraordinary time in
church history!

However, it is important to recognize that though the effects of that day were
extraordinary the means by which God works was actually His ordinary way of
working. In other words, God’s work is going to be consistently the same
throughout the church age. He works by His Spirit through His Word. “For the
preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:19) The proclamation of the Gospel
in the power of the Spirit is the way in which God brings about the conversion of
sinners. The manner or the way in which He works is always the same. However,
there is a difference in the measure or the degree to which God works. This can be
easily understood through the metaphor of the wind. The root word for Spirit
and wind in the Greek language is the same. The nature of wind never changes
although the degree of its force may and does vary. Think of the different
degrees of wind: a gentle breeze, a strong gust, a gale, or a hurricane. The
difference only lies in its effect not its nature. The same is true in Gospel
preaching. The means by which God’s Spirit works is through Gospel preaching.
However, the effects or the results of the message does vary. This is all
determined by the sovereign choice of God. He chooses the degree and the measure
in which the Spirit is poured out.

His Spirit is given to all but His working is not in all persons, nor at all times, in
the same measure. – Ian Murray
So, the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost established the normal way in which the
work of conversion and sanctification are accomplished. However, the degree in
which the Spirit worked at Pentecost was extraordinary and not continuous.
Is This W ork
? Can W e Hope for a Larger
M easure of the Outpouring of the Spirit in our ow n day?
When the Spirit was poured out on the Day of Pentecost in unusual power, did the
disciples ever expect this outpouring to occur again? Would there ever be a
further giving of what they already possessed? The book of Acts tells us that the
believers were filled with the Spirit; “And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost…” This event was also repeated in Acts 4:31: “And when they had prayed, the
place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.” It should be
very clear that this was a repeatable event!
W as the Giving of the Spirit at Pentecost the
the Giving of Him self?

of

Can there be given more of His gifts and grace? Peter said in Acts 2:17; “I will
pour out of my Spirit.” The particle “of” (apo) refers to the separation of the part
from the whole; from a whole some part is taken. This distinguishes between
what is measured to men and the inexhaustible fullness of the resource. For
example, observe Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian believers, “to be strengthened
with might by the Spirit on the inner man…that he might be filled with all the
fullness of God.” (Eph. 3:16,19) Is there not mor eof te Spirit’s blessings available
for His people? Do we not sense our own need of more power from God in

preaching and His working in the hearts of unbelievers? Did not Paul desire the
“supply of the Spirit of Christ” (Phil. 1:19)? In Luke 11:13, we are taught to pray
for more of the Spirit. What relevance does this have unless there is always
more to be received?

No more mischievious and misleading theory could be propounded, nor any more
dishonoring to the Holy Spirit, than the principle that because the Spirit was
poured out at Pentecost the Church has no need, and no warrant, to pray for
effusions of the Spirit of God. On the contrary, the more the Church asks for the
Holy Spirit and waits for His communications, the more she receives. – George
Smeaton, Doctrine of the Holy Spirit
Is There Any Evidence of this Outpouring in Church History?
Historically, the outpouring of the Spirit has been viewed as a revival!

Though there be a more constant influence of the Spirit attending the ordinances,
yet the way in which the greater things have been done has been by remarkable
effusions, at special season of mercy. – Jonathan Edwards
God gave His Spirit to simple men in great abundance. – John Knox
A revival is an outpouring of the Spirit, brought about by the intercession of
Christ, resulting in a new degree of life in the churches and a widespread
movement of grace among the unconverted. It is an extraordinary communication
of the Spirit of God, a superabundance of the Spirit’s operations, an enlargement
of His manifest power. – Ian Murray
There is in a work of grace transpiring during an especial outpouring of the Holy
Spirit, a deeper impression of the Spirit upon the heart, a clearer and more
manifest sense of pardon and acceptance, than in normal conversions of ordinary
times. Nor is this difficult to account for. There is a greater and richer
manifestation of the Spirit. This is the grand secret. He gives more of Himself. –
Charles Simeon
Consider this thought: If a pastor during the course of a year would see 15-20
people saved through his preaching ministry, would he not understand this as the
normal work of God’s Spirit? However, if in a two-month period there would be
80-100 conversions, how would we describe this? It would historically be called
an awakening of a greater number of sinners. Historically, a revival is viewed as
differing only in degree or measure of the Sirit’s working not in kind. A revival is
simply a larger giving of the Spirit.
I find it quite unbelievable how few men really believe in the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit. Do we have a weak view of Pentecost? Is it because we have looked at
it only as a one-time-never-to-occur-again event? Does not our hearts cry out
for the mighty hand of God in our own day? Do we really think that our work is
going to stem the current tide of postmodernism, unbelief, and ungodliness in our
own day? Have we been deceived by trusting in our own intellect and ingenuity to

build the ministry and not God? When man works, man works. When man prays,
God works. Which would you rather have?
W HAT SHALL W E THEN

AS BELIEVERS?

We must ask ourselves the following relevant questions:
1. Does our obedience in the use of means produce revivals? Does our activity
control the effects in revival? Is the relationship between one and the other
simply one of cause and effect?
2. Has the God who ordained the ends (salvation) not ordained the means
(preaching)?
Those who believe in an effectual call to salvation have to believe in a special
outpouring of the Spirit on the individual sinner in order for them to be saved.
How is the blessing transmitted? By the preaching of the Gospel.

“And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:” 1 Corinthians 2:4
“Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. For our gospel came not unto
you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.”
1 Thessalonians 1:5-6
“It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing.” John 6:63
3. Does Divine sovereignty ever justify human inaction? How do we balance out
the use of means and God’s sovereign choices?
W hat shall w e then do?
First of all, we should rejoice over anyone who is saved. It is still a miracle of
grace! We should not despise the normal work of the Spirit because we do not see
the extraordinary. This is a recipe for discouragement. The norm for the church
age is obedience and walking in the Spirit. However should we not long for and
seek after the outpouring of the Spirit?

It is ridiculous for a man to say that he will do nothing, because the Spirit of God
doth all; for where he doth nothing, the Spirit of God doth nothing unless it be
merely in the infusion of the first habit or principle of grace. John Owen
Secondly, we must do what the disciples did in that upper room during the tenday interval between Christ’s Ascension into heaven and the Day of Pentecost?

“These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women,
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.” (Acts 1:14)
What would have been the request of their supplications? Would it not have been
for something specific? They were praying for Christ to give what He had
promised. “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you…” (Acts 1:8) This is the essence of prayer—asking God to do what He has
promised!
On December 16th, 1959, at the age of 59, D. Martin-Lloyd Jones addressed The
Puritan and Westminster conference on the subject: Revival: A Historical and
Theological Survey.
In his appeal to pray for revival, he quotes George Smeaton:

As to the peculiar mode of praying, we may say that in every season of general
awakening the Christian community waits just as they waited for the effusion of
the Spirit, with one accord in prayer and supplication in the interval between the
Ascension and Pentecost. No other course has been prescribed; and the church of
the present has all the warrant she ever had to wait, expect, and pray.
Conclusion: “There shall be showers of blessing this is the promise of God, there
shall be seasons refreshing sent from the Savior above, Showers of blessing,
Showers of blessings we plead, mercy drops round us are falling, but for the
showers we plead.”

WORKSHOP and Q&A PANEL:
NOTES

