
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 10: Living Holy in a Defiled World – Walk 

in Love 

Ephesians 5:1-6 

To say that our culture is obsessed with immorality might be the 

understatement of the century. But the message of the gospel 

came into a society that was likewise saturated with sex. In Acts 19, 

we find that in Ephesus silversmiths became furious with Paul and 

Christianity. Their entire livelihood depended on people 

worshipping and buying souvenirs of the chief goddess Artemis, or 

Diana. In fact, Artemis’s temple was so magnificent and impressive 

that it became one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. 

Artemis was, you guessed it, a fertility goddess, whose statue had 

multiple breasts. Paul was writing to a church that resided in a city 

that was a tourist center for people coming to worship a fertility 

goddess. Ephesus knew a thing or two about how hard it was to live 

a holy life in a defiled culture. It is to this church Paul writes that 

we are to walk in love, and not in lust.  

MAIN COMMAND: IMITATE GOD (vv 1-2) 

 The ____________ for the command: the need to bring God 

___________. 

 

 The ____________ itself: ___________ God 
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 The ______________ of the command: a _________ and a 

_____________ 

 

 The _____________ of carrying out the command: __________ 

God and others. 

 

MAIN THREAT: IMMORALITY (vv 3-6) 

 __________ to avoid (vv 3-4) 

o _______________ – adultery, homosexuality, premarital 

sex, incest, and any other imaginable sinful act (Hebrews 

13:4) 

 

o ________________ – behavior that might stop short of 

outright sex that nevertheless leads that way 

 

o ________________ – a greedy, idolatrous hear that desires 

things God has denied 

 

o Inappropriate ______________ – gutter talk, dirty jokes, 

double meanings, any talk that inappropriately deals with 

the matter of sex 

 

 __________ to avoid it 

o ____________ God and others 

o Be ________________ for what you have 

 

 __________ you must avoid it (vv 5-6) 
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