
	
July	20,	2016	 Pastor	Keith	Lewis	
Lesson	8	—	Real	Faith:	Real	Faith	Exhibits	Godly	Wisdom	(3:13-18)	

INTRODUCTION	

It	is	easy	to	determine	the	link	between	James	3:1-12	and	4:1-12—both	
deal	with	 the	power	of	 the	 tongue.	Chapter	3	 simply	demonstrates	 its	
raw	 power,	 mainly	 for	 evil;	 chapter	 4	 observes	 it	 in	 the	 laboratory,	
discovering	its	impact	upon	our	relationships.	Another	link	between	the	
two	passages	is	that	they	each	discuss	a	God-given	quality	that	helps	us	
combat	the	powerful	and	potentially	destructive	force	of	the	tongue	at	
its	 source:	 these	 gifts	 are	 wisdom	 (3:13-18)	 and	 grace	 (4:6-20).	 In	
Colossians	 4:5	 Paul	 recommends	 these	 same	 two	 qualities	 as	 being	
helpful	in	controlling	our	tongues	and	using	them	well.	He	exhorts,	“Let	
your	speech	always	be	gracious	[grace],	seasoned	with	salt	[wisdom],	so	
that	you	may	know	how	you	ought	to	answer	each	person.”	

In	this	lesson,	we’ll	take	a	look	at	God’s	gift	of	wisdom	and	consider	the	
impact	 it	 should	 have	 upon	 our	 speech	 in	 the	 context	 of	 our	
relationships.	If	we	would	use	our	speech	to	bless	others	(vv.	9-12;	cf.	
Ephesians	4:29),	then	we	must	cultivate	godly	wisdom.	

• The	Definition	of	Wisdom	

o “Wisdom”	(v.	13)	—	“skillful	living”	or	“knowledge	applied”	

§ NOT	just	knowledge	or	understanding	

§ NOT	just	limited	to	a	specific	age	or	context	

§ NOT	something	we	have	to	discover	or	experience	

§ SIMILAR	to	obedience	

o “Understanding”	 (v.	 13)	 —	“points	 to	 ‘professional	
knowledge’	 (Tasker),	 ‘like	 our	 “expert”’	 (Ropes)”	 (Motyer):	
someone	who	is	learned	and	researched	

• The	Impact	of	Wisdom	

o Generally	 —	to	 help	 us	 successfully	 navigate	 life	 (cf.	 1:5);	
“making	 right	 choices	 right	 now”	 (Steve	 Pettit,	 “Who	 Is	 A	
Wise	Man?”,	sermon	preached	on	September	29,	2015)	

§ Establishes	our	thinking	(perspective)	
§ Establishes	our	responses	(practice)	

o Relationally	—	to	make	“the	good	people	nice”	(Derek	Kidner)	

§ Interesting	 note:	 Some	 who	 are	 “wise	 and	
understanding	 among	 [us]”	 will	 be	 called	 out	 to	 be	
“teachers”	 (v.	 1;	 cf.	 Ephesians	4:11;	1	Timothy	5:17).	
And	 yet,	 he	 has	 already	 warned	 about	 rushing	 into	
that	responsibility	(v.	1),	not	only	because	of	its	verbal	
dangers	 (vv.	 2-12),	 but	 also	 because	 that	 isn’t	 the	
primary	 reason	 that	 God	 gives	 “wisdom”	 and	
“goodness.”	 Instead,	 as	we	 discover	 in	 verses	 13-18,	
God	gives	wisdom	for	living	(not	necessarily	teaching).	
Everyone	should	pursue	wisdom	and	understanding	in	
order	 to	 navigate	 and	 reshape	 life,	 especially	 in	 our	
organic	relationships.	Wisdom	is	uniquely	beneficial	in	
this	 matter,	 because	 “the	 outcome	 [of	 wisdom]	 is	
always	peace	(v.	18)”	(Pettit,	ibid.).	

• The	 Value	 of	 Wisdom	 —	“The	 beginning	 of	 wisdom	 is	 this:	 Get	
wisdom,	and	whatever	you	get,	get	insight”	(Proverbs	4:7).	

GODLY	WISDOM	IS	AUTHENTICATED	BY	GODLY	FRUIT	(vv.	13,	17-18).	

How	Do	We	Show	Godly	Wisdom?	

The	 one	 who	 professes	 to	 be	 or	 is	 acclaimed	 to	 be	 “wise	 and	
understanding”	is	admonished	to	“show”	“by	his	good	conduct”	that	his	
actions	are	characterized	by	the	“meekness	of	wisdom.”	He	is	supposed	
to	 “show”	 (i.e.,	 demonstrate,	 illustrate,	 prove,	 authenticate)	 his	
professed	wisdom	with	fruit	that	makes	it	visible	and	actual.	

So,	 James	 is	making	plain	what	we	considered	by	way	of	 introduction—
that	 is,	 that	 wisdom	 is	 less	 intellectual,	 and	 more	 interactional;	 less	
learning,	 and	 more	 lifestyle	 (“conduct”);	 less	 age,	 and	 more	 action	
(“show”).	 Wisdom	 is	 more	 than	 just	 intelligence,	 knowledge,	
understanding,	learning,	etc.;	it	is	using	that	information	to	make	wise	life	



choices	and	do	wise	life	actions	that	are	“good”	(Gk.	kalos	means	“lovely,	
pleasing,	wholesome,	attractive,	helpful”).	 Therefore,	professed	wisdom	
must	 be	 accompanied	 by	 godly	 fruit	 in	 order	 to	 be	 authentic—just	 like	
prayer	 must	 be	 infused	 with	 joining	 faith	 (1:5-8);	 just	 like	 professed	
hearing	 must	 be	 accompanied	 by	 actual	 doing	 (2:22-25);	 just	 like	
professed	 religion	must	 be	 accompanied	 by	 a	 controlled	 tongue,	 loving	
ministry,	and	separated	lifestyle	(1:26-27);	just	like	words	of	compassion	
must	 be	 accompanied	 by	 deeds	 of	 compassion	 (2:1-17);	 just	 like	
professed	faith	must	be	authenticated	by	accompanying	works	(2:14-26).	

James,	 here,	 is	 continuing	 to	 do	 battle	 against	 the	 sin	 of	 “double-
mindedness”	 (1:8,	 23-24,	 26;	 3:9-10;	 4:8).	 Genuine	 believers	 are	
characterized	 by	 “single-mindedness”	 (1:4)—that	 is,	 their	 hearts	 are	
united	with	 their	 lives	 in	 their	walk	with	 God;	 their	 profession	 agrees	
with	 their	 practice	 in	 evidencing	 a	 real	 possession;	 their	 faith	 is	 both	
spoken	and	lived.	

Application:	 Are	 you	 wise,	 or	 do	 you	 just	 know	 a	 lot?	 If	 you	 are	 not	
practicing	your	knowledge	(i.e.,	wisdom),	then	you	are	immature/carnal	
(at	best)	or	deceived/unbelieving	(at	worst;	cf.	v.	14).	

Transition:	This	passage	teaches	us	that	the	fruit	of	wisdom	will	be	both	
internal	and	external.	

1. Godly	wisdom	starts	with	a	mindset	of	humility	(v.	13).	

This	 “wisdom	professor”	 is	 admonished	 to	demonstrate	his	wisdom	
by	works	done	 in	 “the	meekness	of	wisdom”	or	 the	meekness	 that	
characterizes	godly	wisdom.	We	could	put	it	this	way:	wisdom	has	a	
particular	aroma,	and	that	aroma	is	humility.	Humility	is	what	wisdom	
smells	like.	Does	someone	smell	humble?	They	are	also	wise.	

The	 reason	 that	 humility	 characterizes	 godly	 wisdom	 is	 that	 it	 is	
uniquely	suited	to	cultivate	wisdom.	Humility	 (rather	than	pride)	 is	
able	to	cultivate	wisdom	for	reasons.	

a. Meekness	gets	my	eyes	off	me.	

Meekness	is	“the	quality	of	not	being	overly	impressed	by	a	
sense	 of	 one’s	 self-importance:	 gentleness,	 humility,	
courtesy,	considerateness,	meekness”	(BDAG).	It	is	opposite	
the	“bitter	jealousy”	and	“selfish	ambition”	of	v.	14	that	put	
oneself	at	the	center	of	the	universe.	

Steve	Pettit	describes	“meekness”	this	way	(ibid.):	

Meekness	 is	 not	weakness;	 rather,	 it	 is	 strength	 under	
control	 (e.g.,	 a	 broken	 horse)—a	 humble	 and	 gentle	
strength	 that	 strives	 to	 lovingly	 do	 what	 is	 right	 as	 it	
works	 towards	 peaceful	 relationships	 and	 resolutions	
with	all	men.	

Pride	and	wisdom	cannot	coexist.	When	 I	am	being	proud,	
then	I	am	not	being	wise.	Pride	(i.e.,	impressed	with	a	sense	
of	 one’s	 self-importance)	 gets	 the	 perspective	 on	 life	 all	
wrong;	thus,	the	practice	of	life	will	be	all	wrong.	When	life	
is	all	about	me,	whenever	my	will	is	threatened,	I	will	attack	
the	 source	 of	 the	 threat,	 which	 is	 often	 other	 people	 (cf.	
4:1-3).	 Such	 pride	 destroys	 relationships,	 and	 needs	 to	 be	
replaced	with	the	healing	perspective	of	meekness.	

b. Meekness	gets	my	eyes	on	God.	

Solomon	writes,	“The	fear	of	the	Lord	[i.e.,	being	impressed	
with	 a	 sense	 of	 God’s	worth]	 is	 the	 beginning	 of	wisdom”	
(Proverbs	 1:7).	Humility	 replaces	 a	wrongly	 elevated	 sense	
of	 self-importance	with	 a	 rightly	 recognized	understanding	
of	 God’s	 glory—His	 worth	 and	 beauty	 and	 purpose.	 Only	
then,	 when	 surrendered	 to	 the	 importance	 of	 God	 in	 all	
things,	and	I	situated	to	live	a	“good”	life	that	is	healthy	and	
helpful	 in	 my	 relationships.	 It	 is	 the	 fear	 of	 God—not	 the	
fear	of	me—that	is	the	beginning	of	wisdom.	

So,	we	must	allow	God’s	Word	to	inform	our	sense	of	worth	
and	 value	 and	 truth	 and	 rightness,	 which	 is	 why	we	were	
commanded	to	receive	God’s	Word	(whereby	God	gives	us	
wisdom)	with	“meekness”	back	in	1:21.	We	need	to	humble	
ourselves	before	our	Bibles	in	order	that	we	might	learn	to	
take	 our	 eyes	 off	 ourselves	 and	 to	 put	 them	 on	 the	 Lord,	
and	thereby	to	discover	wisdom.	

It	 is	 hard	 to	 overstate	 the	 important	 role	 that	 James	 puts	 on	
humility.	 For	 him,	 it	 is	 the	 key	 to	 unlocking	 both	 God’s	 gift	 of	
wisdom	(3:13)	and	His	gift	of	grace	(4:6).	 If	we	would	have	healthy	
relationships,	we	must	receive	God’s	wisdom;	and	if	we	would	know	
God’s	wisdom,	then	we	must	cultivate	humility.	Steve	Pettit	puts	it	
this	way	(ibid.):	



The	 cardinal	 virtue	 of	 spiritual	 leadership	 is	 meekness	 (e.g.,	
Moses,	 Paul,	 Jesus).	 A	meek	 person	 is	 someone	 you	 can	 go	 to	
and	find	a	certain	rest	in	your	soul	from	them.	

Application:	 Do	 you	 pursue	 humility?	 Do	 you	 put	 pride	 to	 death?	
Are	 you	 known	 for	 your	 wisdom	 because	 you’re	 known	 for	 your	
humility	and	helpfulness?	

2. Godly	wisdom	expresses	itself	externally	(vv.	13,	17).	

Motyer	perceptively	states,	“Meekness	is	a	word	which	requires	the	
context	 of	 relationships	 for	 its	 full	meaning	 to	 emerge.”	 You	 can’t	
really	 be	 meek	 by	 yourself,	 for	 it	 should	 be	 evidenced	 in	 your	
relationships.	 Thus,	 a	 heart	 of	 humility	 is	 rich	 soil	 in	 which	 “good	
conduct”	 and	 “works”	 of	 wisdom	 may	 grow,	 as	 we	 interact	 with	
those	around	us.	

In	that	wisdom	demands	an	internal	starting	point	guards	against	a	
life-less	and	love-less	practice	of	godliness.		It	guarantees	a	genuine	
practice	 of	 wisdom	 toward	 others,	 since	 such	 interaction	 will	 be	
motivated	and	empowered	by	an	internal	perspective.	

In	 that	 wisdom	 demands	 an	 external	 expression	 guards	 against	
ministry-less	godliness.		It	reminds	us	to	always	be	practice	love	for	
others	 in	our	desire	to	wisely	build	them	up	as	we	have	been	built	
up	by	the	Gospel.	

“When	 heavenly	wisdom	 is	 operative	 in	 the	 believer’s	 life”	 (NAC),	
the	following	fruits	naturally	grow.		Godly	wisdom	is…	

• Pure:	 positively,	 it	 pursues	 that	 which	 is	 clean,	 holy,	
modeling	God’s	perfection;	negatively,	 it	 is	 innocent	of	evil	
or	separating	itself	from	evil.	

• Peaceable:	 a	 lover	 and	 maker	 of	 peaceful	 situations	 and	
relationships;	contributing	to	harmony	and	unity	

• Gentle:	 not	 combative,	 defensive,	 or	 angry,	 but	 “kind,”	
“courteous,”	 “tolerant,”	 “forbearing”—“not	 insisting	 on	
every	right	of	letter	of	law	or	custom”	(BDAG);	ability	to	put	
up	with	others	and	work	with	different	personalities,	etc.	

• Open	to	Reason	(Willing	to	Yield):	“compliant,”	“obedient,”	
“submissive”—being	 able	 to	 sacrifice	 one’s	 rights	 or	
rightness	 for	 the	 sake	 of	 unity	 and	 peace;	 submission	 to	

each	 other	 and	 to	 authority;	 a	 healthy	 ability	 to	
(appropriately)	compromise	and	be	flexible	in	partnerships	

• Full	 of	 Mercy	 and	 Good	 Fruits:	 characterized	 by	 concern,	
compassion,	pity,	kindness	in	both	spirit	and	deed	on	those	
in	need;	forgiving	and	patient	

• Impartial:	 impartial,	 without	 prejudice	 or	 favoritism,	 not	
judgmental	or	divisive	(cf.	chpt.	2);	consistent/firm	in	one’s	
view	 of	 people	 and	 interaction	 with	 people—i.e.,	 pure,	
peaceable,	gentle,	yielding,	merciful,	etc.	towards	all	people	

• Sincere:	 genuine,	 sincere,	 without	 pretense;	 this	 is	 a	 fruit	
that	grows	from	a	heart	of	humility,	not	a	garment	thrown	
on	for	effect.	

Contrast	this	humble	fruit	with	the	fruit	of	pride	(i.e.,	“jealousy	and	
selfish	ambition,”	vv.	14,	16)	or	the	fruit	of	“wisdom	that…is	earthly,	
unspiritual,	 demonic”	 (v.	 16).	 James	 says	 that	 kind	 of	wisdom	 can	
only	produce	“disorder	and	every	vile	practice”	(v.	16).	If	that	is	your	
heart	and	fruit,	and	yet	you	or	others	think	you	are	wise	(v.	13),	you	
are	“boating”	and	“being	false	to	the	truth”	(v.	14).	

Application:	 We	 are	 called	 upon	 to	 “show”/authenticate	 our	
wisdom/faith/hearing/religion	 with	 fitting	 deeds.	 	 Are	 you	 practicing	
these	qualities—actively	planning	how	to	practice	them?		When	you	fail,	
are	 you	 checking	 the	 foundation	 of	 humility?	 	 A	 firm	 foundation	 will	
allow	 these	 characteristics	 to	 be	 consistently	 built	 on	 top.	 	 If	 the	
foundation	 is	 firm,	 are	 you	 building	 these	 qualities	 into	 your	
relationships—parents,	siblings,	friends,	authorities,	unsaved,	etc.?	

GODLY	WISDOM	IS	A	GIFT	FROM	GOD	HIMSELF	(vv.	14-17).	

Where	Do	We	Get	Godly	Wisdom?	

1. This	wisdom	is	given	“from	above.”	

Both	verses	15	and	17	state	that	this	type	of	wisdom	is	“from	above.”	
This	 is	 clearly	 a	 reference	 to	 the	 Source	 of	 wisdom	 as	 being	 from	
heaven.	More	specifically,	the	astute	reader	cannot	help	but	think	of	
1:17	where	we	 read	 that	 “every	 good	 gift	 and	 every	 perfect	 gift	 is	
from	above,”	that	is,	from	the	“Father	of	lights.”	Wisdom,	then,	is	one	
of	our	God	and	Savior’s	good	and	perfect	gifts	to	His	children!	Hence,	



James	1:5,	 “If	 any	of	 you	 lacks	wisdom,	 let	him	ask	God,	who	gives	
generously	to	all	without	reproach,	and	it	will	be	given	him.”	

However,	while	many	profess	or	are	proclaimed	 to	be	wise	 (v.	13;	
cf.	 1	 Corinthians	 1:18-31),	 not	 all	 have	 this	 godly	 “wisdom	 from	
above.”	Their	wisdom	is	of	an	altogether	different	kind,	and	James	
examines	 it	 briefly	 in	 verses	 14-16.	 In	 fact,	 James	 contrasts	 godly	
wisdom	 with	 ungodly	 wisdom,	 and	 he	 does	 so	 by	 highlighting	
important	differences	in	their	source,	heart,	and	fruit.	

• Godly	wisdom	 is	exhibited	when	a	divine	Source	 implants	a	
humble	heart	which	produces	righteous	fruit.	

• Ungodly	 wisdom	 is	 demonstrated	 when	 an	 evil	 source	
controls	a	proud	heart	that	produces	wicked	fruit.	

	 Godly	Wisdom	 Ungodly	Wisdom	

Source	 Divine:	“From	above”	
(v.	17)	

Evil:	“earthly,	unspiritual	
[fleshly],	demonic”	(v.	15;	

cf.	Ephesians	2:1-3)	

Heart	 Humility:	“meekness”	
(v.	13)	

Pride:	“bitter	jealousy	and	
selfish	ambition”	

(v.	14,	16)	

Fruit	

Righteousness:	“pure,	
then	peaceable,	gentle,	
open	to	reason,	full	of	
mercy	and	good	fruits,	

impartial	and	sincere”	(vv.	
17-18)	

Wickedness:	“disorder	and	
every	vile	practice”	

(v.	16)	

Therefore,	we	can	work	backwards	to	discern	where	our	wisdom	is	
coming	from.	Check	your	fruit	and	evaluate	your	heart—in	that	way,	
you	will	 discover	who	 is	 energizing	 your	wisdom.	Godly	wisdom—
that	which	is	good	and	healthy	and	helpful—is	possible,	for	it	comes	
as	a	gift	“from	above.”	

2. This	wisdom	was	given	through	Christ.	

Specifically,	though,	when	and	how	does	God	give	us	godly	wisdom?	
Well,	James	1:18	suggests	that	these	“good	and	perfect	gifts”	begin	
to	 “come	 down”	 to	 us	 “from	 above”	 (v.	 17)	 when	 we	 are	

“brought…forth	 by	 the	 word	 of	 truth.”	 This	 is	 a	 reference	 to	
regeneration	or	the	new	birth	(cf.	John	3,	being	“born	again”),	which	
caused	us	to	become	“a	kind	of	firstfruits	of	his	creatures.”	To	these	
new	creatures	(v.	18),	God	gives	“every	good	gift	and	every	perfect	
gift”	 (v.	17).	So,	 these	gifts	became	ours	at	 regeneration,	and	how	
were	we	regenerated?	We	were	born	again	“by	the	word	of	truth”	
or	 the	 gospel	 (Ephesians	 1:13;	 Colossians	 1:5;	 2	 Timothy	 2:15).	 In	
the	 hearing	 of	 the	 biblical	 gospel,	 we	 began	 to	 receive	 God’s	
wisdom.	When	God	gave	us	 spiritual	 life,	He	also	 gave	us	 spiritual	
gifts;	when	He	gave	us	saving	faith,	He	also	gave	us	spiritual	fullness;	
when	 we	 believed	 the	 gospel,	 God	 blessed	 us	 with	 His	 wisdom;	
when	 we	 were	 united	 to	 Christ,	 we	 became	 beneficiaries	 of	 His	
counsel.	Godly	wisdom	is	a	gospel	gift.	

This	 is	what	Paul	 teaches	 in	Romans	8:32—“He	who	did	not	 spare	
his	own	Son	but	gave	him	up	for	us	all,	how	will	he	not	also	[a]	with	
him	 graciously	 [b]	 give	us	all	 things?”	 (italics	 added	 for	emphasis).	
He	 likewise	 writes	 in	 Ephesians	 1:3—“Blessed	 be	 the	 God	 and	
Father	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	who	has	blessed	us	[a]	 in	Christ	 [b]	
with	 every	 spiritual	 blessing	 in	 the	 heavenly	 places”	 (italics	 added	
for	emphasis).	This	is	what	Peter	teaches	in	2	Peter	1:3—“His	divine	
power	 has	 granted	 to	 us	 [b]	 all	 things	 that	 pertain	 to	 life	 and	
godliness,	 [a]	 through	 the	 knowledge	 of	 him	 who	 called	 us	 to	 his	
own	 glory	 and	 excellence”	 (italics	 added	 for	 emphasis).	 In	 each	
verse	is	the	[b]	promise	of	full	sufficiency,	including	perfect	wisdom,	
[a]	through	our	reception	of	Christ.	

It	 is	 our	 Spirit-enabled,	 faith-witnessing	 union	with	 Jesus	 Christ	 in	
our	 salvation	 that	 “implants”	 (cf.	 James	 1:21)	 the	 wisdom	 of	 God	
into	our	hearts.	1	Corinthians	1:30	says,	“Because	of	him	you	are	in	
Christ	 Jesus,	 who	 became	 to	 us	 wisdom	 from	 God,	 righteousness	
and	 sanctification	 and	 redemption.”	 Colossians	 2:3	 echoes,	 “In	
[Christ]	are	hidden	all	the	treasures	of	wisdom	and	knowledge.”	The	
Old	 Testament	 foreshadowed	 this	 when	 it	 called	 the	 promised	
Messiah,	“Wonderful	Counselor”	(Isaiah	9:6).	Jesus	Christ	is	wisdom	
incarnate,	and	in	being	united	to	Him	through	our	reception	of	the	
gospel,	we	are	given	godly	“wisdom	from	above.”	

Application:	Learn	wisdom	from	Christ!	As	you	seek	to	navigate	life	
and	 build	 meaningful	 relationships,	 let	 Christ	 be	 your	 counselor.	
Now,	when	you	ask	 for	wisdom,	 it	will	 be	offered	 to	you	by	many	



people	 and	 in	 many	 places,	 but	 it	 may	 not	 be	 the	 unique	 godly	
wisdom	 pictured	 here	 in	 its	 righteous	 fruitfulness.	 So,	 be	 careful	
whom	you	 listen	 to!	 Christ	 is	 not	 only	 the	best	 source	of	wisdom,	
but	He	is	the	only	source	of	true,	godly	wisdom.	Listen	to	Him	alone!	

Now,	how	can	we	be	sure	that	Christ’s	wisdom	is	still	 relevant	and	
perfect?	After	2,000	years,	how	can	we	be	 sure	 that	He	alone	has	
the	 answers	 and	 perspective	 and	 counsel	 that	 we	 need,	 and	 that	
there	 aren’t	 better	 options	 out	 there?	 Why	 are	 we	 being	 so	
dogmatic	in	our	assertion	to	learn	from	Christ	alone	to	navigate	life	
and	relationships?		

I	want	to	argue	for	the	absolute	sufficiency	of	this	“from	above,”	“in	
Christ”	wisdom	in	two	ways.	

a. The	sufficiency	of	Christ’s	wisdom	is	evidenced	in	His	work	
of	salvation.	

The	 first	 thing	 that	 Jesus’	 wisdom	 reveals	 to	 us	 about	
navigating	 our	 relationships	 is	 that	 our	 most	 important	
relationship	is	broken	(Isaiah	59:2;	Romans	3:9-18,	23)—we	
have	 been	 separated	 from	 God	 and	 are	 in	 danger	 of	 His	
judgment.	And	man’s	wisdom	has	absolutely	no	solution	for	
that	 (1	 Corinthians	 1:21),	 because	 God	 has	 determined	 to	
trump	it	with	His	better	wisdom.	In	His	perfect	wisdom,	God	
has	 determined	 to	 take	 something	 that	 man	 would	 deem	
foolish—a	humble	and	crucified	Savior—and	use	that	to	be	
our	only	hope.	1	Corinthians	1:21-26	puts	it	this	way:	

For	since,	in	the	wisdom	of	God,	the	world	did	not	know	
God	 through	 [its]	 wisdom,	 it	 pleased	 God	 through	 the	
folly	of	what	we	preach	 [i.e.,	 the	gospel,	 v.	18]	 to	 save	
those	who	believe.	

For	 Jews	demand	 signs	and	Greeks	 seek	wisdom,	but	we	
preach	Christ	crucified,	a	stumbling	block	to	Jews	and	folly	
to	 Gentiles,	but	 to	 those	 who	 are	 called,	 both	 Jews	 and	
Greeks,	Christ	the	power	of	God	and	the	wisdom	of	God.	

For	 the	 foolishness	 of	 God	 is	 wiser	 than	men,	 and	 the	
weakness	of	God	is	stronger	than	men.	

Clearly,	 then,	 Christ	 is	 the	 starting	 point	 of	 “wisdom	 from	
above”	 (i.e.,	 “the	 wisdom	 of	 God”),	 for	 only	 He	 could	

resolve	our	 greatest	 relationship	 conflict—our	enmity	with	
God.	 “Christ	 also	 suffered	 once	 for	 sins,	 the	 righteous	 for	
the	unrighteous,	that	he	might	bring	us	to	God,	being	put	to	
death	 in	 the	 flesh	 but	 made	 alive	 in	 the	 Spirit”	 (1	 Peter	
3:18).	This	indeed	is	wisdom,	for	it	has	the	power	to	restore	
our	relationship	with	God	and	then	to	heal	our	relationship	
with	 others!	 In	 His	 work	 of	 salvation,	 Jesus	 evidences	 a	
divine	wisdom	that	transcends	all	others!	

Application:	Have	you	trusted	Jesus	to	you	forgive	your	sins,	
save	you	from	their	penalty,	and	grant	you	new	life?	If	you	
haven’t,	you’ll	never	know	the	hopeful	and	helpful	wisdom	
that	comes	above,	for	that	is	where	it	starts!	

b. The	 sufficiency	 of	 Christ’s	 wisdom	 is	 evidenced	 in	 His	
earthly	life	and	ministry.	

Throughout	His	earthly	life	and	ministry,	Christ	proved	over	
and	 over	 again	 that	 He	 was	 indeed	 the	 embodiment	 of	
“wisdom	from	above.”	The	source,	heart,	and	fruit	of	godly	
wisdom	 was	 unfailingly	 evident	 to	 those	 watching	 and	
listening	 to	 Him.	 Let’s	 trace	 a	 few	 passages	 that	
demonstrate	this.	

• Colossians	2:8-11	—	Our	our	pursuit	of	wisdom	(i.e.,	
“philosophy”	 =	 “the	 love	 of	 wisdom”),	 beware	 of	
human	answers	(v.	8)	and	human	activity	(vv.	16-23)	
that	are	“not	according	to	Christ.”	Instead,	come	to	
Christ	 (vv.	11-14),	 for	“in	him	the	whole	 fullness	of	
deity	dwells	bodily”	(v.	9)	and	“you	have	been	filled	
in	him”	(v.	10).	He	is	more	than	enough!	

• Luke	2:46-52	—	The	previous	passage	argued	more	
from	 a	 theoretical	 perspective,	 but	 could	 you	
actually	 see	 it	 in	 Jesus’	 life?	 Yes,	 indeed,	 for	 in	His	
“bodily”	 life	 and	 earthly	 ministry,	 we	 witness	 His	
fullness	and	wisdom.	For	example,	when	left	behind	
in	Jerusalem	at	age	12,	He	was	committed	to	“be	in	
[His]	 Father’s	 house”	 (v.	 49;	 cf.	 Isaiah	 50:4),	
“listening	 to”	 and	 “asking…questions”	 of	 the	
Scriptural	“teachers”	(v.	46).	As	a	result,	the	leaders	
“were	 amazed	 at	 his	 understanding	 and	 his	



answers”	(v.	47),	and	his	parents	“were	astonished”	
(v.	 48).	When	 His	 parents	 failed	 to	 undestand	 the	
significance	 of	 this,	 He	 meekly	 humbled	 Himself	
under	 them	 (v.	 51)	 and	 as	 a	 result	 “increased	 in	
wisdom	 and	 in	 stature	 and	 in	 favor	 with	 God	 and	
man”	(v.	52).	Divine	wisdom	was	evident	in	a	heart	
of	meekness,	which	produced	fruit	of	righteousness	
and	peace.	

• John	7:14-16	—	Additionally,	when	Jesus	went	up	to	
Jerusalem	 in	 John	7	and	started	teaching,	 the	 Jews	
“marvelled,	 saying,	 ‘How	 is	 it	 that	 this	 man	 has	
learning,	 when	 he	 has	 never	 studied?’”	 (v.	 15).	
“Jesus	 answered	 them,	 ‘My	 teaching	 is	 not	 mine,	
but	 his	 who	 sent	 me’”	 (v.	 16).	 Clearly,	 Jesus	
possessed	a	wisdom	from	above	that	was	palpable	
and	impacting;	and	since	He	is	“the	same	yesterday	
and	today	and	forever”	(Hebrews	13:8),	His	wisdom	
is	still	relevant,	powerful,	and	available	today!	

• Matthew	 11:28-30	 —	The	 “meekness”	 of	 Christ	
proves	 His	 wisdom	 (cf.	 James	 3:13).	 So	 does	 the	
fruit,	 for	 He	 cultivates	 “rest”	 and	 peace,	 the	
trademark	 of	 godly	 wisdom	 (cf.	 James	 3:18).	
Therefore,	“learn	from	[him].”	

Jesus	 Christ	 proved	 in	 His	 earthly	 life	 what	 His	 very	
character	 and	 being	 suggests—that,	 as	 the	 Creator	 and	
Sustainer	 of	 life	 and	 the	 One	 who	 sees	 it	 all	 from	 the	
vantage	point	of	eternity,	His	wisdom	is	absolutely	sufficient	
for	us	to	navigate	life	and	relationships.	

Application:	 If	 you	 have	 trusted	 Christ	 as	 your	 Savior	 and	
embraced	 that	 starting	 point	 of	 His	 wisdom,	 then	 keep	
returning	to	Him	to	learn	from	Him,	as	Mary	did	who	sat	at	
His	 feet	 (Luke	10:38-42).	Don’t	 just	ask	 for	wisdom,	 for	He	
has	 already	 given	 it!	 Ask	 for	wisdom,	 and	 then	 open	 your	
Bible	so	that	Christ	can	give	it	to	you	(Psalm	119:105).	Listen	
to	His	words	and	watch	His	ways;	discover	His	motives	and	
observe	His	 attitudes.	 “What	would	 Jesus	do?”	 is	 the	path	
of	ongoing	wisdom!	

GODLY	WISDOM	ACCOMPLISHES	GOD’S	GOSPEL-PURPOSE	(vv.	17-18).	

Why	Do	We	Need	Godly	Wisdom?	

According	to	James	1:18,	God	gave	us	spiritual	life	through	the	gospel	so	
that	we	would	be	“firstfruits	of	his	creatures”	(1:18)—that	is,	so	that	we	
would	be	the	first	harvest	of	God’s	new	creation.	Remember,	God’s	plan	
is	to	restore	and	remake	the	fallen	creation.	The	Second	Adam	was	sent	
to	undo	through	obedience	what	the	First	Adam	began	in	rebellion	(cf.	
Romans	5;	1	Corinthians	15).	Because	of	His	success	through	His	death	
and	resurrection,	the	promises	of	a	new	Eden	to	replace	the	corrupted	
one	 will	 be	 realized	 (cf.	 Revelation	 21-22),	 and	 all	 of	 creation	 will	 be	
restored	through	reconciliation	and	recreation	(cf.	Romans	8;	Ephesians	
1:10,	 20-23;	 Colossians	 1:20).	 This	 is	 the	 purpose	 of	 the	 gospel,	 and	
wisdom	helps	it	be	accomplished	on	two	levels.	

1. Individually	

Believers	are	 the	 first	part	of	 that—the	“firstfruits,”	 the	beginning,	
the	initial	product.	James	puts	it	another	way	in	1:4—God’s	Gospel	
purpose	 is	 to	make	us	“perfect	and	complete,	 lacking	nothing”	 (cf.	
Ephesians	1:4;	2	Peter	1:4).	

However,	firstfruits	in	position	are	not	yet	perfect	in	practice.	James	
made	 it	 clear	 that	even	 the	 firstfruits	will	at	 times	be	“lured	 [from	
God’s	gospel-purpose]	and	enticed	by	[their]	own	desire”	(1:13-15),	
while	also	dealing	with	the	testing	of	trials	(1:2-12).	Indeed,	our	own	
wisdom	 absolutely	 undermines	God’s	 purpose	 for	 us	 (cf.	 3:14-16).	
So,	 while	 a	 new	 creation	 is	 promised	 and	 expected	 (i.e.,	
glorification),	 each	 of	 us	 currently	 experiences	 the	 back-and-forth	
progress	of	practically	living	out	God’s	purpose	(i.e.,	sanctification).	
So,	while	the	gospel	provides	us	firstfruits	with	the	irrevocable	hope	
of	God’s	completed	purpose,	it	does	not	provide	immediate	healing	
in	our	strained	relationships.	

Therefore,	 we	 need	 wisdom	 to	 help	 us	 come	 into	 increasing	
conformity	with	God’s	purpose	for	us,	especially	in	the	midst	of	the	
trials	and	temptations	that	challenge	that	purpose	(1:2-15).	So,	if	we	
are	“lacking”	 in	God’s	purpose	 for	us	 (1:3-4),	we	“ask”	 for	wisdom	
(1:5)	so	that	we	may	enjoy	it.	



2. Collectively	

But	 remember	 that	 our	 context	 here	 is	 actually	 broader	 than	 a	
general	 or	 personal	 sanctification,	 but	 rather	 deals	 with	 our	
relationships.	 In	this	respect,	then,	God	makes	us	the	“firstfruits	of	
his	 creatures”	 so	 that	 we	 might	 collectively	 picture	 His	 gospel-
purpose.	 Yes,	 God	 wants	 to	 transform	 us	 individually,	 but	 He	 has	
also	purposed	 to	 redeem	us	 as	 a	 people,	 a	 collective	body,	 a	 new	
humanity,	 a	 church.	 And	 in	 that	 relational	 context,	 God	 grants	 us	
wisdom	to	accomplish	His	gospel-purpose.	

See,	 as	 a	 group	 together,	 we	 are	 a	 city	 on	 a	 hill	 (Matthew	 5:14),	
living	a	different	kind	of	 relational	ethic,	being	a	 foretaste	of	glory	
and	 a	 picture	 of	 when	 God’s	 peace	 will	 cover	 the	 earth.	 When	
people	look	at	the	church,	they	are	supposed	to	see	a	microcosm	of	
what	 the	 new	 creation	 will	 look	 like—collectively,	 we	 are	 the	
“firstfruit	of	his	creation.”	

However,	throughout	this	epistle,	many	of	the	fleshly	struggles	that	
Pastor	 James	 addresses	 are	 relational	 tensions—prejudice	 and	
partiality	 (2:1-13),	 self-centeredness	 and	 hollow	 platitudes	 (2:14-
17),	 corrupt	 communication	 (3:1-12),	 arguments	 (4:1-2)	 and	 evil	
speaking	(5:11-12),	oppression	and	fraud	(5:4-6),	and	grumbling	and	
complaining	 (5:9).	 Therefore,	 we	 need	 His	 wisdom	 in	 order	 to	
navigate	those	tensions	and	accomplish	His	gospel-purpose	for	our	
community	together—to	be	that	city	on	a	hill	that	authenticates	the	
power	and	beauty	of	the	gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	

When	God	grants	His	wisdom	 to	us	 and	applies	 it	more	and	more	
deeply	to	our	community,	verse	18	shows	the	end	result.	We	could	
restructure	 and	 reword	 this	 verse	 this	 way,	 “And	 those	 who	 are	
peacemakers	 will	 plant	 seeds	 of	 peace	 and	 reap	 a	 harvest	 of	
righteousness”	(NLT).	

“Those	 who	 are	 peacemakers”	 are	 the	 godly	 wise	 ones	 in	 this	
chapter;	 they	 are	 those	 who	 are	 individually	 practicing	 God’s	
wisdom	 so	 that	 the	 gospel	 might	 transform	 their	 lifestyle.	 Their	
personal	 meekness	 (v.	 13)	 then	 equips	 them	 to	 “make	 peace”	 in	
their	 relationships	 (v.	18).	As	a	 result	of	 the	 “seeds	of	peace”	 that	
they	 plant,	 they	 cultivate	 a	 “harvest	 of	 righteousness”	 in	 their	
community	(cf.	Isaiah	32:17-18),1	and	they	shine	brightly	as	a	city	on	
a	hill.	

Application:	 In	order	 to	become	 in	practice	what	we	are	 in	position—
firstfruits	that	provide	a	compelling	preview	of	what	God	is	up	to	in	the	
world—we	need	wisdom	 to	 combat	 our	 individual	 selfishness	 and	our	
collective	 strife.	 We	 need	 its	 mindset	 of	 humility	 and	 its	 practice	 of	
peace-making.	 And	when	 it	 is	 learned	 and	 practiced,	 our	 faith	will	 be	
authenticated	 and	 the	 purpose	 of	 the	 gospel	 in	 our	 lives	 will	 be	
increasingly	fulfilled!	

CONCLUSION	

If	 we	 would	 use	 our	 speech	 to	 bless	 others	 and	 honor	 God	 (and	
thereby	evidence	real	faith),	then	we	must	cultivate	godly	wisdom.	In	
light	of	what	we	have	learned	from	this	passage,	we	may	go	about	doing	
so	in	two	ways:	

1. Pursue	the	“wisdom	from	above”	—	Bible	study.	
2. Practice	the	“wisdom	from	above”	—	obedience.	

Let	us	enter	 this	week	with	the	promise	of	Proverbs	3:13-18	ringing	 in	
our	ears:	

Blessed	 is	 the	 one	 who	 finds	 wisdom,	 and	 the	 one	 who	 gets	
understanding,	for	the	gain	from	her	is	better	than	gain	from	silver	
and	 her	 profit	 better	 than	 gold.	 She	 is	more	 precious	 than	 jewels,	
and	nothing	you	desire	can	compare	with	her.	Long	life	is	in	her	right	
hand;	 in	her	 left	hand	are	 riches	and	honor.	Her	ways	are	ways	of	
pleasantness,	 and	 all	 her	 paths	 are	 peace.	 She	 is	 a	 tree	 of	 life	 to	
those	 who	 lay	 hold	 of	 her;	 those	 who	 hold	 her	 fast	 are	 called	
blessed.	

	

	

	

ENDNOTES	
                                                
1 “Wisely sowing the seed of peace results in a multiplication of righteous deeds not 
only for the individual believer but also among the members of the entire church” 
(NAC). 


